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FILLSES 


From  the  Coatmaking  B-iijletin 
(Parmers'  Bulletin  1894) 


It's  easier  to  keep  dress  or  coat  materials  from  getting  v/rinkled 
than  to  press  them  smooth  v/hen  you  v/ant  to  vse  them.    Unwrap  yard  goods  as 
soon  as  you  get  it  home  and  hang  it  up,  either  clipped  in  a  skirt  hanger  or 
folded  over  the  "bar  of  an  ordinary  hanger^  suggests  a  clothing  specialist  of 
the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Here's  a  simple  test  for  quality  in  i^oolen  coat  fabrics,  suggested 
"by  the  U.  S.  De-partment  of  Agriculture.     Poor- quality/-  v/oolen  goods  feels 
heavy  and  rather  stiff.     Such  fabric  soon  looks  dull  and  matted.  G-ood-quality 
woolens  feel  alive  v/hen  you  crumple  them  in  your  hand.     The:/  keep  their  at- 
tractive appearance  through  years  of  wear. 


tainahle.    Eut  anyone  with  a  little  skill  ir^  sev/ing  can  mal^re  a  raincoat  of 
shower-proof  cotton  "broadcloth  or  fine  tv/ill.     These  ma.terials  are  not  so 
v;arm,  when  worn,  as  the  ruhherized  types  of  raincoat  fabrics,  and  for  winter 
v/ear  they  may  need  to  be  lined  for  extra  war..ii:h.    A  nev;  bulletin  on  coat- 
making,  recently  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  includes  di- 
rections for  making  a  raincoat  at  home.  _ 


Eubberized  fabrics  under  present  v/'jrld  conditio^ns  may  soon  be  unob- 
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(more) 


"V/iggin"  is  the  trade  name  for  the  stiffening  of  loosely  woven 
muslin  that  goes  into  a  coat  collar  and  do\m  the  front  edges  of  a  coat. 
Using  wiggin  is  one  v/ay  of  avoiding  that  home-made  look. 


Use  the  seam-gage  at tachriie.nt  on  your  sewing  machine  as  a  guide  to 
straight  stitching  when  making  a  tailored  coat  or  any  other  garment  in  which 
first-rate  workmanship  counts,   pays  Margaret  Smith,  clothing  specialist,  of 
the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 

A  6-inch  transparent  ruler  in  your  sewing  basket  is  an  aid  to  accuracy 
in  measuring  the  width  of  seams,  the  length  of  darts,  and  the  size  of  hems. 

Pressing  as  you  go  is  one  of  the  secrets  of  avoiding  a  home-made  look 
of  garments  originating  in  your  ov/n  v;orkroom.  In  making  coats,  especially 
woolen  coats,  the  pressing  is  "best  done  under  tv;o  press  cloths  -  one  v/oolen, 
next  to  the  material,  the  other  linen  or  firm  cotten,  dampened  and  laid  over 
the  v;oolen  press  cloth.  Better  still  is  a  steajn  iron,  says  the  U.  S.  Bureau 
of  Home  Economics,  in  giving  tips  on  coa-t  construction  at  home. 

If  you  haven't  a  sleeve  "board  you  can  make  a  good  substitute  for 
pressing  short  seams,   sleeves,  and  darts  in  making  a  coat  at  home.     Just  roll 
a  large  magazine  tightly  and  cover  it  with  clean  muslin. 

A  tailor's  ham  msrj  be  stuffed,  but  you  can't  eat  itl     It's  a  firm, 
oval-shaped  cushion  about  12  inches  long,  made  of  heav^/  muslin  and  filled 
with  scraps  of  material,  cotton  batting,  or  sawdust.    You  use  it  in  pressing 
the  tops  of  sleeves  and  curved  seams,  exple.ins  Margaret  Smith  of  the  Bureau 
of  Home  Economics,  in  the  nev/  bulletin  on  coatmaking. 

When  making  a  coat  or  any  other  ..■arment  at  home,  never  cross  two 
seams  without  first  pressing  both  of  them  open. 

Eor  accurate  cutting  in  home  dressmaking,  press  the  parts  of  the 
pattern  with  a  medium-hot  iron  before  using  them.    Fever  cut  into  your  mater- 
ial until  you  have  laid  out,  planned,  and  marked  the  position  of  all  pattern 
pieces.    Lay  all  pattern  pieces  j=traight  with  the  thread  of  the  goods. 

V/hen  making  a  coat,  tape  the  armhole  seams  as  soon  as  you  remove  the 
pattern  or  they  will  stretch  in  handling.  Stitch  around  the  neck-line  with 
a  loose  stitch,  close  to  the  edge.  But  allov/  bias  seams  such  as  those  at  the 
center  back  of  some  coats  to  stretch  before  they  are  taped.  If  you  can't  get 
regular  tailor's  tape,  use  a  pliable  cotton  selvage  which  has  been  preshrunk. 
This  suggestion  is  one  of  many  construction  details  in  the  new  publication  on 
coatmaking  at  home,  recently  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Before  you  cut  a  buttonhole  on  any  garment  as  important  as  a  coat, 
make  a  trial  slash  for  size  on  a  scrap  of  material,  and  measure  each  button- 
hole accurately  from  this. 

#  If  # 
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